
Report for Marchwood Parish Council 15th October 2012  
 
Buses 
 
It has been quite some time since I have been able to report any positive news about 
bus services through Marchwood. 
 
Since the last meeting of the Parish Council, we have had a further meeting of the 
Marchwood Bus Services Liaison panel. Once again, this was well attended, with 
bus users, parish and district Councillors in attendence. Things have moved quickly 
with a surprising turn of events. A company, new to the area, called “First” 
announced that they are to run a much improved commercial service through the 
village, taking no subsidy from Hampshire County Council. 
 
Blue Star have responded by doing likewise. We therefore have what might be 
termed “Bus Wars”, with each company competing for business. I have seen 
evidence of “First” advertising their new services already. 
 
It remains to be seen what the outcome of this development will be longer term. In 
the meantime, I think most members of the liaison group welcome it. 
 
Marchwood – Totton Cycle Link 
 
I accompanied the Parish Clerk and Cllr Alison Hoare on what was a productive 
meeting with Simon Barnes of the Barker Mills Estate. He agreed to ask the Trustees 
to release the land required for a link that will follow Bury Road, allowing for an off 
road footway and cycle link. I have since sent him an e-mail asking what the Trustee 
response has been, as yet no reply. 
 
Hampshire County Councillors are to get new grant giving powers, specifically for 
environmental improvements in the areas they represent. If I am re-elected, it will be 
my intention to support this project with access to these funds. 
 
Grants 
 
For this financial year only, I have been awarded an additional £5,000 to grant 
towards community projects in Marchwood and Totton South. I would be very happy 
to receive applications for financial assistance. 
 
Highways 
 
I'm hoping that lacal residents who commute into Southampton and back won't be 
too inconvenienced by expected delays arising from work to the Redbridge 
roundabout. This, of course, is within the control of Southampton City Council, not 



Hampshire County Council. However, if anyone is finding particular problems I would 
be happy to make representations. 
 
Ipley crossroads, the scene of a tragic fatal accident involving a cyclist back in the 
summer, has benefited from some additional safety features, including signage and 
new road surfaces. 
 
And finally, (wearing my National Park Authority hat), the New Forest Tour bus has 
been shortlisted for a national award for responsible tourism. I hope it wins! 
 

 


