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Parish of Marchwood  
 

Minutes of the Open Forum Meeting  
 

held at Marchwood Village Hall 
on Monday 22nd October 2012 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: *Mrs A Hoare (Chairman of the parish council) – in the Chair 
 
  *Mr K Elcoate   *Ms B Golden 

*Mr D Hindle    *Mr K Petty 
  *Mr R Rowlands   *Mrs J Saxby 
  *Mr M Saxby    *Mr R Vango-Fisher    
  οMr F White 

 
*  Indicates attendance 
○ Indicates apologises for absence 

 
In attendance: Mrs M Wathen (Clerk to the Council) 

 Mrs C Cockeram (Deputy Clerk to the Council) 
  

Also present:  David Harrison - County Councillor 
 Sue Bennison - District Councillor 
 PC Andrew Smith 
 Sergeant Alison Jones 
 Derek Hawkins – Marchwood Youth Worker 
 Lieutenant Colonel Rob Askew – Army, Commander of Solent Station 

and Commanding Officer of 17 Port & Maritime Regiment. 
 Lieutenant Commander Paul Andrews – Navy, Commander of the Sea 

Mounting Centre. 
 Lieutenant Colonel (Retd) George Kershaw - Station Staff Officer, Solent 
Station 
Regimental Sergeant Major WO1 Bietron 
Staff Sergeant Richard Smith – Welfare Office 

 5 members of the public 
  
Chairman’s Report 

 
1. Welcome everyone, it seems that there is more Councillors than public at this 

meeting which is a shame.  
 

Firstly, I would like to thank Alison Cross and the fete committee for all their 
hard work and commitment in ensuring the fete went ahead on the 22nd 
September, the weather in the end was lovely and it was a wonderful day, so 
thank you. 
 
On the 15th September I along with other members of the Parish Council and 
public attended an open morning at Marchwood Quarry. It was a very interesting 
and informative morning and if they hold another one I would encourage people 
to go. I have to admit the best part was being allowed to drive a 30 tonne 
dumper truck, I apologise for the shot nerves of my instructor. (His words) 
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On the 28th September, I attended the Service of Commissioning for the 
Waterside street Pastors. This is a combined initiative of all the Churches on the 
Waterside, the Street Pastors are trained volunteers who will give up their 
Friday evenings to help people who may find themselves in distress or are in 
need of help. They help anyone, from the youngster who has had too much to 
drink, to the elderly person who may be unable to get home or be feeling unwell. 
They will patrol the streets of the Waterside and work closely with other support 
agencies such as the Police and the Handy Trust. However they are not there to 
do the job of the Police or judge, they only want to help those who find 
themselves in need of help. 
 
Last week Cllr Saxby and I were invited by Oceanic’s to have a look at the new 
Brockenhurst College facility on the site. It was fascinating, the range of skills 
taught on the site is vast, from boat building, carpentry to marine upholstery, 
most encouragingly some students have gone on to full apprenticeships at 
companies within the site. 

 
Guest speakers 
 
2. Lieutenant Colonel Rob Askew addressed the meeting and explained that 

Solent Station covers an area from the New Forest to Gosport including the 
IOW. 
 
He then handed over to Lieutenant Commander Paul Andrews who gave the 
presentation and explained the operational set up of the Sea Mounting Centre.  
The presentation is attached at appendix A. 
 
The regiment based in Marchwood is made up of 500 – 600 soldiers although 
many of them are on detachment in other locations. 
 
17 Regiment will remain in Marchwood even if the Sea Mounting Centre is sold 
off. 
 

3. I have been informed that the Fire Service within the SMC will not be working on 
weekends now, is this correct?  The service is under review but no decisions 
have been made yet. 

 
4. What is the siren for?  This informs people on the base that ammunitions 

are going to be moved within ½ hour.  This is to allow some people to 
move from within the blast zone. 

 
5. How many people are there on the base?  The DE&S (Navy) have 13 people 

on site. 17 Regiment has 636 people although many are not on the base at 
the same time.  These figures do not include the Fire Service or civilians. 

 
6. If part of the port was sold for commercial use, the containers would need to be 

transported from the site by road and rail.  Any change of use at the port 
would need to comply with planning legislation. NFDC have tightened 
their planning policies for the site. 
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7. If the site is sold is it all of the MOD land in Marchwood?  No, only the SMC 
site. 

 
8. The Chairman thanked Lieutenant Colonel Rob Askew and Lieutenant 

Commander Paul Andrews for a very interesting and informative presentation. 
 

Police update 
 
9. PC Andrew Smith addressed the meeting and explained what had been 

happening over the last few months. 
 

10. In September there was an event to code bicycles.  38 bicycles were coded and 
many more kits were given to people to take home and do. 

 
11. The priorities for Marchwood remain – Speeding through the village including 

parking at the schools and dog fouling.  There have been joint patrols with the 
Dog Warden and the ACSO’s to try and educate people about dog fouling. 

 
12. With the support of the Licensing Team we have recently undertaken some test 

purchasing in the village. 
 

13. Halloween and bonfire night is coming up.  One these evenings there will be as 
many Officers on the street as is possible. 

 
14. Still working in the local schools to covers issues such as internet safety and we 

travel on the buses if there has been trouble on these.  The schools also have 
their own ‘beat surgeries’. 

 
15. There have recently been two cannabis factories found in Marchwood. 

 
16. The investigation into the attempted abduction at the Lloyds Recreation Ground 

has been led by CID team.  No child has been abducted or hurt in Marchwood.  
The schools have all been given information. 

 
17. Could we have information on the level of Anti-Social Behaviour and has this 

increased since the funding for a PCSO has ceased?  Yes, this information 
can be passed on at a Police Liaison meeting. 

 
18. Have you noticed any interest in the Police Commissioner elections?  No. 

 
19. Sergeant Jones addressed the meeting and confirmed a few points in PC 

Smiths report. 
 

20. The Police are working with the Fire and Rescue Service, ACSO and housing 
teams over this period so you may see them turning up in fire engines. 

 
21. The attempted abduction in the village is nothing to worry about. 

 
22. The test purchasing was a success as the under age person was refused a 

purchase. 
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Marchwood Youth Club 
 
23. The Youth Cub is due to officially open on Friday 2nd November 2012. 

 
24. The Chairman said ‘thank you’ to Derek, Cllr Elcoate and Cllr M Saxby for all of 

their hard work in bringing this project to fruition. 
 

25. Cllr Elcoate said thank you to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for all of their hard 
work. 

 
26. The Youth Club is hoping to open between 1pm – 3pm on Wednesday 31st 

October and Thursday 1st November. 
 

27. Normal opening hours will be: 
Monday 6.00pm – 7.15pm Junior Club 
Monday 7.30pm – 8.45pm Senior Club 
Thursdays 6.30pm – 8.30pm Senior Club. 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2025. 

 
 
 

________________________________Chairman 


