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Marchwood Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the  
Parish Council 

held at Marchwood Village Hall 
on Monday 9th December 2013 at 7.30pm. 

  
Members: *Mrs A Hoare – in the Chair 
 
  *Mr K Elcoate  *Ms B Golden 
  *Mr D Hindle   *Mr B Jackson 

*Mr K Petty   *Mr R Rowlands   
*Mrs J Saxby   *Mr M Saxby    
*Mr R Vango-Fisher  *Mr F White 
 
*  Indicates attendance 
○ Indicates apologies for absence 

 
In attendance: Mrs M Wathen (Clerk to the Council) 

 Mrs C Cockeram (Deputy Clerk to the Council)  
 

Also present: Sue Bennison – District Councillor 
   David Harrison – County Councillor 
 
Apologies for absence:   

 
57. No apologise for absence were received. 

 
Public Participation 

 
58. There was no public participation. 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
59. Cllr Petty declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to the HANDY Trust 

letter as he is the Council representative and a Trustee to the HANDY 
Trust. 
 

60. Cllr Rowlands entered the meeting at 19.31 
 

Chairman’s report 
 
61. The Chairman reported On behalf of the parish Council I attended a Hampshire 

County Council meeting on the 7th November, which allocates funding for minor 
highway improvements. As a result funding has been allocated for a footpath a 
long, Long Lane in the 2014/15 financial year. 
 

62. I attended the waterside Rail Study briefing on the 3rd December; my full report 
of the meeting can be found on Marchwood Parish Council website. Briefly the 
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study shows that the project is not financially viable and is likely to be parked, 
when the executive member for the environment makes his decision in January. 
 

63. Today I attended Hampshire County council for an update on funding for flood 
defences.  They have advised all Parishes to have a flood action plan, and an 
action  group, which should be made up of councillors, residents, councils and 
agencies.  This is something that I think we should consider in the New Year. 
I also spoke to the MD of Southern Water who has informed me that work has 
started on the upgrading of Slow hill Copse Sewage plant; all works should be 
completed by July 2014. 
 

64. Trees at Staplewood, we are just waiting for Hampshire County Council to 
complete the 106 agreement, for the transfer of the verges and then hopefully 
planting will commence. 

 
 

65. Cllr Harrison entered the meeting at 19.33 
 

Minutes 
 

66. RESOLVED: To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 14th 
October and 21st October 2013. 

 
Report from New Forest District Councillors 

 
67. Cllr Mrs Bennison reported: 

 
68. Footpath 501 
 

Graffiti still not obliterated.   In contact with Paul Denford to get this remedied.   
Now heard from Paul that the whole area will be painted. 

 
69. Berths 1& 2 
 

Some residents experiencing noise disturbance during sleeping hours.  Gary 
Worsley has replied twice. 
 
Dredger is moving further away between 23.00 and 07.00 must not operate 
within 300m of the most southern point of the berths, the previous distance was 
150m.  
 
The exhaust system has had a new muffler fitted and the vessel is also oriented 
so that the noisiest parts are facing towards the dry docks and away from 
Marchwood. 
 
Cannot stop dredging at midnight to 6.00am as the financial costs to the 
contractor is to great unfortunately.   Will contact Gary Worsley to enquire why 
the dredging is only done at weekends. 
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70. Waterside Passenger Rail Project. 
 

My understanding is that the recommendation made at the HCC Executive 
Members meeting on 5th November will remain unchanged for the meeting to be 
held on 21st January.   The business case does not stand up and the cost to 
proceed to GRIP 4 would be £500,000 to HCC.   Network Rail will not commit 
any funds to progress this project. 
 
The subsidy to the Hythe Ferry is £13,000 per year and the bus service at the 
present time is now subsidized so this amount of subsidy will have no effect of 
the progression of this rail project. 

 
Report from Hampshire County Councillor 
 
71. Waterside Passenger Railway Service 

 
I have been actively campaigning to restore the Waterside railway line to a 
passenger service. I believe that this project would deliver huge benefits to 
many thousands of people living in Totton, Marchwood and along the 
Waterside. The project was in danger of being shelved following the most recent 
Consultants report, called a GRIP 3 Study.  
However, I stopped this from happening. I managed to get the GRIP 3 study on-
line so that anyone can read it. I was also able to organise and Chair a meeting 
of Stakeholders, which has aided understanding of the issues involved. 
 
I'm quite aware that there are some local people opposed to the plans.  
The fact that they are small in number and almost exclusively against because 
they live near the line, does not matter. I think the work I have done, including 
setting up a Facebook Page in support of the project has better informed 
everyone, for & against. 
 
I think it is inevitable that the line will be used as a passenger service at some 
future date, but it might be many years into the future. It depends on a number 
of factors including housing or possible other development along the Waterside, 
possibly a higher priority given to environmental factors, or a future political 
change. 

 
72. Care Homes 

 
Subject to Cabinet having ratified the decision today, Hampshire County Council 
have decided to close three care homes in the County, but not a fourth that was 
threatened - the one nearest to us, Cranleigh Paddock, at Lyndhurst. I just 
wanted to share with you that I visited all four care homes and actually agree 
with the decision on each one. Cranleigh Paddock provides specialist dementia 
care. The building is still largely fit for purpose. I was hugely impressed with the 
passion and caring nature of the staff. 
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73. Grants 
 

I'm at a point now when I have paid or committed all my £8,000 annual grants 
budget for the current year, due to be replenished next May. The most recent 
grant paid to a Marchwood  organisation was to Marchwood Rangers Football 
club. I was also pleased to attend their fund raising day at the Lloyds recreation 
ground, which went very well and was enjoyed by many. 

 
74. Highways 

 
HCC Highways Officers say they are very well prepared for a harsh winter, if it 
ever arrives. I have been to their depot to look at some of their latest gritting and 
snow clearing equipment. There are now a lot of fully stocked grit bins all 
around the County, including the New Forest (where there were a few problems 
with permissions with the Verderers). 

 
75. Buses 

 
No immediate changes to bus services in the village (that I am aware of), 
although I thought Councillors might be interested to learn that First Bus, who 
withdrew from the village a while back, have announced that they are cutting a 
number 10 service that links Totton to Shirley and the General Hospital. I'm 
currently working with HCC officers to see if we can persuade another provider 
to replace the service. 

 
76. Marchwood Church of England Infant School 

 
The school had an Ofsted inspection earlier in the year and was assessed by 
Ofsted as "Good". I have read the report which offers reassurance about the 
quality of the teaching and areas that can be improved. 

 
77. Marchwood Energy from Waste Facility 

 
I have been asked to Chair future meetings of the liaison committee. It is next 
due to meet on Friday, 5th February. If Councillors have any issues relating to 
operations at the ERF they would like discussed, please let me know and I will 
have them added to the agenda. 

 
78. Marchwood - Totton Cycle Link 

 
I fear things might be allowed to drift and money that could be used towards the 
cost of the project lost if matters are not taken forward with Sustrans. My 
understanding is that MPC have made no decision about whether it wishes to 
be the client and / or take responsibility for ongoing maintenance once 
completed. I'm asking, please, if I can facilitate matters in any way. I could write 
formally to Totton & Eling Town Council, NFDC, HCC or even the NFNPA and 
ask if they would be willing to be the client for this project, but I'm pretty sure the 
answer in every case will be "No". 
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Another idea might be to set up an informal meeting with Totton & Eling Town 
Council to see if something might be agreed, perhaps "Joint Clients". 

 
A third alternative is the setting up of some sort of Charitable Trust. 

 
My own opinion is that Marchwood residents have most to gain from the project 
and that it would probably not demand a huge workload for officers once 
Sustrans are employed. MPC would benefit greatly from being the client, in 
terms of controlling / influencing what happens. I would therefore urge MPC to 
agree to become the client, but not accept responsibility for ongoing 
maintenance. I'm sure Sustrans will be able to tackle this issue, once in post & 
progressing matters. 

 
As referred to in an earlier report, the NPA has money that can be used towards 
the project but it will be lost if not spent by April 2015. I think it fair to give 
Sustrans at least a year to organise things, so please make an early decision as 
to which way you want to see things go. 

 
79. Could a crossing be installed at the junction of Trotts Lane and Jacobs 

Gutter Lane ASAP? I have had a meeting with Officers and they are 
willing to design the crossing and undertake the work. 

 
80. The cycle / footpath along Bury Road seems to have stalled at the S106 

stage, is there anything you can do? I will chase up Officers at County. 
 

Reports of Representatives to Outside Bodies 
 
81. Cllr Hindle – Marchwood Community Association reported that the village 

hall is fairly financially secure and they currently have an ongoing 
redecoration programme.  A gentleman has recently volunteered to assist 
with the redecoration and any other little jobs.  The AMF Supervisor has 
asked if a trellis could be placed on the wall opposite the Junior School so 
that the graffiti could be covered up. 
 

82. Cllr Petty – The HANDY Trust.  In Hythe they applied for funding from the 
Roundtable to help with the cost of providing lunch for child over the school 
holidays who would normally receive free school dinners. 

 
83. Cllr Petty – Marchwood Youth Club reported that the club is now a year old.  

They recently had a stall at the Village Traders Christmas Fair to help raise 
funds. 

 
84. Cllr Mrs Golden – New Forest Consultative Panel reported that cycling events 

around the forest had been discussed and there was a possible event planned 
for Fawley next year. 

 
85. Cllr Petty – Marchwood Fete have held their first meeting for next year and the 

theme is ‘around the world’. 
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Budget and Precept 2014/15 
 
86. RESOLVED: To approve the budget and precept for 2014/15 as attached 

at appendix A.  To request the precept figure of £213,795 from New 
Forest District Council.  This includes a Precept Support Grant of £8,187. 
 

Party in the Park 2 
 
87. RESOLVED: To confirm the following points. 

 
88. Party in the Park will be held on Saturday 2nd August 2014. 

 
89. The event will celebrate Marchwood Parish Council being 120 years old. 

 
90. The event will run from 2.00pm to 10.00pm with sound checks from 12.00 

noon. 
 

91. We will appoint Security Nation to assist with the security of the event. 
 

92. Any monies raised at the event via buckets will be split 50 / 50 between 
the Lloyd Recreation Ground and other village charities. 

 
93. We will hire the same stage as last time. 

 
94. No entrance fee will be charged it is hoped that people attending will put 

a donation in the buckets. 
 

95. The next working party meeting to be held on a Friday morning.  The 
Clerk to email around dates. 

 
Use of Developers Contributions 
 
96. RESOLVED:  To form a working party comprising of Cllr’s Golden, 

Hoare, Petty, Rowlands and Officers.  For them to suggest and put 
forward ideas to the next Parish Council meeting in January 2014 for 
approval and then submitting to New Forest District Council. 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government – Future of Local Audit 
 

97. This consultation document was noted. 
 

Southampton Airport – airspace change proposals  
 
98. RESOLVED:  To respond to the consultation supporting option A the 

GNSS Approach. 
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Department for Communities and Local Government – Our Place 
 
99. RESOLVED:  To contact the other Parishes along the Waterside to see if 

we could work together on projects for the benefit for all of our 
communities. 
 

Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
100. RESOLVED:  That in view of the confidential nature of the business 

about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the 
press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to 
withdraw. 
 

Letter from The HANDY Trust 
 
101. RESOLVED:  That the two representatives appointed to the Marchwood 

Youth Club continue to meet with them to resolve any outstanding issues. 
 
To possibly hold a meeting in the future with all parties represented to 
discuss the issues and agree on a way forward. 
 
To write to The HANDY Trust to explain the work that has been 
undertaken and the progress made. 
 
Thank you to Cllr’s Hindle and Petty for all of their hard work on this 
matter. 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.15. 
 

 
 
 

________________________________Chairman 


