
Marchwood Parish Council 
14th October 2013   

 
Marchwood Construction & Marine Technologies Training Centre Open Event 
Both Alison and I were invited to this open event on Monday 2nd September.   We were 
welcomed with a breakfast bap which was enthusiastically received as we had arrived at 
8.30am for the tour. 
 
The Centre caters for full and part time training for sixth form students and adult 
learners in trades such as bricklaying, carpentry, electrical, plumbing, boat building & 
yacht design, marine engineering & electronics, composite technology and marine 
upholstery and interiors.   Quite a list.   Although there were no students present we 
were able to see what had been achieved and see the sort of equipment available to 
them ranging from all manner of hand and power tools, to quite expensive machinery 
across all the trades. 
 
We felt that any student lucky enough to get a place at the centre would certainly 
receive first class training and be able to leave with the knowledge that they would be 
able to stand a good chance of employment in their chosen trade and start to make their 
way in life.  
 
 
Site Allocation Local Plan Part Two - Update 
The Inspector has advised on steps needed to make the “Plan Sound”. 
Conservation of Natural Habitats regulations relate to nationally designated nature 
conservation sites, NFDC planning area is surrounded by them.   For us the important 
ones are New Forest SPA and Solent & Southampton Water SAC.   The Inspector has 
suggested a way forward which is to quantify the relationship of proposed new housing 
and proposals for new open space to mitigate its impacts. (SANGS)   A new word “Site of 
Alternative Natural Green Space. 
 
In essence what it means is that Developers will either have to provide recreational 
space within the development or pay £4,000 per house to provide recreational space 
elsewhere to mitigate the impact on these nature conservation sites. i.e. the National 
Park. 
 
District have approached external consultants, and held meetings with Natural England, 
Wildlife Trust, RSPB and NPA to try to agree a strategy.   A report then goes to Cabinet, 
documents will be prepared for public consultation which will run from end September to 
early November, responses to which go directly to the Inspector.   It is hoped that the 
Inspector’s final report will be received early in 2014. 
 
Southampton Football Club Planning Application 
This application was heard by the Development Control Committee on Wednesday 9th 
October.   There was a last minute update regarding the acoustic fence to be erected on 
two sides of Marchwood Cottage.   The 2.5 mtr high fence has been moved some 17ft 
away from the cottage boundary adjacent to the carpark.   On the third side adjacent to 
one of the new football pitches the distance from the cottage boundary to a 2.5 mtr high 
hedge is only 6ft.   A condition has been imposed that the time of use for this pitch is 
limited to 10.00am to 5.00pm   The application was granted.   There are no 
contributions coming from the Club to provide a footpath along Long Lane. 
 



Environmental Protection Liaison Committee 
As this meeting was to be held at Marchwood Village Hall on Thursday 10th October I 
thought I would attend. 
 
As it turned out Keith and I gained some interesting information on two of the items on 
the agenda. 
 
Southampton Docks – Berths 201 & 202 Quay Wall reconstruction 
These berths were first constructed in 1960’s.    ABP were very apologetic regarding the 
noise that residents of Marchwood have had to endure during this reconstruction.   
Particularly the problem with the sound that travelled through the ground in the form or 
a second thud, they admit they had completely underestimated this reaction when pile 
driving.   The new wall has been constructed some 20mtrs from the original and then 
tied back to the original and filled in.   The new cranes are now being erected, these and 
the new quay wall can clearly be seen from Marchwood Promanade.   ABP have now 
begun the dredging of the new berths, there should be no noise implications for 
Marchwood, which should take approximately 9 weeks..   The channel itself requires 
further dredging, to widen and deepen, again no noise implications for Marchwood.   The 
position of some Yacht Club moorings have had to be moved, but has not caused any 
problem for the Club.   The new berths will be operational by end of January 2014  
 
Marchwood Power Station 
The power station is going through the process to install a “black start” capability.   It 
will be one of only three in the south with this capability.  It will require a new gas 
turbine, diesel engine and a power control centre.   The new stack will be no higher than 
the existing building.   
Construction phase: Traffic movements 8am-6pm on Fri, 8am-5pm on Sat. 
Operational mode:  No traffic implications, it will run for 30 hours per year, 
emissions = 41 cars,     noise = minimum,     Marine = no impact. 
 
At present still in negotiations with National Grid and SSE Contracting.   Construction 
should start June 2014  and take approximately 1 year, then civil works before 
commissioning. 
 
 
Still have my Community Grant available for any projects that require some funding to 
get off the ground. 
 
Cllr: Sue Bennison 14th October 2013 


