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Marchwood Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the  

Parish Council 
held at Marchwood Village Hall 

on Monday 18th January 2016 at 7.30pm. 
 

Councillors: *Mr F White (Chairman) – in the Chair 
 
  *Mrs J Bovey   *Mr D Dale 
  *Ms B Golden  *Mr D Hindle    

*Mrs A Hoare  *Mr K Petty 
*Mr M Proctor  *Mrs J Saxby    
*Mr M Saxby   *Mr R Young  
 
*  Indicates attendance 
○ Indicates apologies for absence 

 
In attendance: Mrs M Wathen (Clerk to the Council) 

 Mrs C Cockeram (Deputy Clerk to the Council)  
 

Also present: Sue Bennison – District Councillor 
   David Harrison – County Councillor 
 
Apologies for absence:   

 
192. No apologise for absence were received. 

 
Public Participation 

 
193. A resident asked what the Council’s feeling was on the decision to allow the 

Asphalt Plant.  Concerned, gutted. 
I am worried about the health issues of an asphalt plant.  I would like the 
parish council to go for a Judicial Review; you could ask residents to make 
contributions towards to the cost. 
There are health concerns already being raised in other areas where an 
asphalt plant is located. 
My Human Rights are also being breached as I won’t be able to use my 
property as I wish. 
As this item isn’t on the agenda we can’t make a decision on this request. 
The health issues weren’t covered in the HCC report that went to the 
Regulatory Committee.  These are covered by the Human Rights Act and 
are covered separately by Judicial Review. 
If we go ahead with a judicial review I am certain that many people would 
contribute to the cost.  Could you put the idea on the website / Facebook? 
The Chairman reminded Cllr’s that if they wished to called a Parish Council 
meeting to discuss the possibility of a judicial review he would need two 
Cllr’s to request it. 
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Declarations of Interest 
 

194. Cllr Petty declared a non-pecuniary interest in the HANDY Trust and Marchwood 
Youth Club item as he is a volunteer for the car boot sales. 
 

Chairman’s report 
 
195. The Chairman reported that he attended the WI Christmas Carol service.   

NFDC had reported that 12,000 dwellings by 2036, green spaces may not be 
protected if developments are not forward coming. 

 
Minutes 

 
196. RESOLVED: To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 7th 

December 2015. 
 

Report from New Forest District Councillors 
 
197. Cllr Mrs Bennison gave a written report: 

 
198. Application No. 15/11254 – Asphalt Plant 

This application went before the Regulatory Committee at County last 
Wednesday 13th January.  After much discussion it was granted.  Mainly because 
Marchwood Industrial site has no restrictions attached to it, such as operational 
hours or means of access via North Road or via Cracknore Hard Road. It was 
impossible for Members to ask for conditions to apply to this applicant as all other 
users of the site are free from any restrictions of any kind. 

 
As the Cracknore Hard Road access is gated and is locked overnight, all traffic 
from between the hours of 7pm to 7am will be routed via North Road and the 
applicant has agreed to sign a Section 106 legal agreement to this effect. 

 
The latest HGV data taken on the 27th November for 7 days is confusing 
regarding HGV movements on Jacobs Gutter Lane.  I have therefore arranged for 
a Manual 12 hour (07.00-19.00) classified turning count to be undertaken at the 
junction of Jacobs Gutter Lane with Trotts Lane/Eling Hill.  This will give us exact 
information on HGV movements travelling towards Marchwood.  It will also give 
us information on all vehicles turning right into Trotts Lane, which should be 
interesting as residents have been concerned regarding the number of vehicles 
that use Trotts Lane. 

 
At the same time County will install another Automatic Traffic Counter (ATC) so 
this can be compared with the Manual count data.  I have asked that the Manual 
count be conducted on a Thursday as this has shown to be the busiest day 
according to the previous ATC data. 
 
This will give us accurate information before the Asphalt Plant is active and we 
will be able to conduct another count to check the effect the Asphalt Plant is 
having on HGV movements in and out of Marchwood. 
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199. Air Pollution 

There are 5 diffuse tubes which are situated:- 1. Twiggs Lane. 2. Bilberry Drive 
 3. Shorefield Road 4. Autumn Road and 6. Broadwalk Way 
All the readings are well below the acceptable levels although I will speak to 
Rachel Higgins and get her to explain the readings in greater detail. 
 
The Real Time Analyser 5. Magazine Lane was decommissioned at the end of 
2014 as levels recorded were very low.  Rachel is not sure whether the 
equipment is still on site or if it has the ability to be turned on again.  Again I will 
ask the question. 

 
200. Household Recycling Centres 

At the Environment Scrutiny Panel meeting held on 14th January there was a 
presentation from HCC on proposals to make changes to the operation of the 
Household Waste Recycling Centres in order to achieve a total saving of £1.4M.   
The options vary from reducing opening hours at all sites by1 hour per day, or 
closing sites for 1 or 2 days per week up to closing 10 sites completely in order to 
achieve this saving. 
 
There are 3 recycling centres which serve the New Forest; these are Somerley, 
Efford which is Lymington and Marchwood.  There is a site close by in 
Southampton so the Marchwood site could be vulnerable especially as it also 
needs money spending on it. 
 
The Parish Council should receive notification of the consultation by the 
beginning of February which will be open for 8 weeks.  So I would encourage 
everyone to make a comment as the decision to close certain sites will be in 
response to comments received. 

 
201. Council Reorganisation 

The final appointments have been made for the 4 Executive Heads reduced from 
5.    
These are: 
Colin Read – Head of Operations also Deputy Chief Executive 
Grainne O’Rourke – Head of Governance & Regulation 
Manjit Sandhu – Head of Resources 
Chris Elliott – Head of Economy, Housing and Planning 
 
Individual Heads of Service still to be appointed. 
 
Ken Connolly (ICT) left on 3rd December and John Mascall (Executive Director) 
retired on 8th January.  Many of the staff, councillors and previous Chief 
Executives came to his retirement event held in the Council Chamber. 
Martin Devine (Leisure & Employment) leaves the council on the 19th January, 
Annie Righton (Public Health & Community Safety Services) leaves at the end of 
January and Glynne Miles (Housing & Customer Services) will retire at the end of 
March. 
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202. Cllr Mrs Hoare gave the following written report: 

 
203. I would like to thank Southampton Football Club for donating £25,000 for the 

completion of the foot path and traffic calming scheme in Long lane. It is hoped 
that these works can be completed in the next financial year. 

 
204. I have received varying reports on the flooding along the cycle path during the 

heavy rains, so I donned my wellies and walked along the path one wet rainy 
Friday afternoon, the area that floods was impassable if you did not have 
wellington boots on and the water came just above my ankle. As a result I asked 
Adam Bunce for a site meeting, which is happening this Thursday. Cllr Sue 
Bennison will also be attendance and has asked Barker Mills to attend so that 
hopefully we can get this problem sorted out. 

 
205. During the inclement weather Tavells lane became almost impassable I have 

been in contact with Hampshire Highways to ask if the drains could be cleared 
and flushed, and secondly to ask if the ditches along the road could be dug and 
cleared. I am pleased to say that they contacted Barker Mills who started clearing 
the ditches today and I have had confirmation that the drains have been sorted. 

 
206. Barker Mills have also inserted a new pipe in Trotts Lane to help alleviate the 

severe flooding that this Road suffers from. 
 

207. I have also asked that they reinstate the drains that were covered over during the 
resurfacing of Main Rd, outside the church and Plantation Drive. 
I hope for an update when I attend the Highways meeting on 20th January. 

 
 

208. Since the appointment of Bob Jackson as the New Chief Executive of NFDC, 
there have been some managerial changes. 
There are now 4 Executive Heads. 
Chris Elliot                  Economy/Housing and Planning 
Grainne O’Rourke      Governance and Regulations 
Colin Read                 Operations, also new Deputy Chief Executive 
Manjit Sandhu            Resources. 
 
Martin Divine, John Mascall, Glynne Miles and Annie Righton will all be leaving 
the authority. 

 
Report from Hampshire County Councillor 
 
209. Cllr Harrison reported that: 

 
210. Highway Issues 

Hampshire County Council is downsizing the workforce and cutting highway 
budgets. I regret to report that this involves the loss of my key contact, the local 
highway engineer, Rob Millar who will be leaving at the end of March and won't 
be replaced. I have protested, to no avail. This follows the recent retirement of 
Nick Hunt at NFDC, another key contact. 
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Rob and other HCC highway staff have been extremely busy in recent weeks, 
dealing with various drainage issues that have arisen from the heavy pluvial 
flooding. It would be fair to say they have been stretched to the limit. I have been 
out with the team at various locations. In Marchwood, I'm aware of problems in 
Trotts Lane, the new cycle path, Twiggs Lane. I'm sure there are a lot of other 
areas with standing water and even sewage. I found it impossible to contact 
Southern Water during the worst days of flooding. 
I will be attending a meeting with Richard Bastow, the Highways Manager, here in 
Marchwood on Wednesday to discuss a number of outstanding items but it's 
unlikely we will get anything near the same standard of service in future when it 
comes to highway maintenance, cutting back vegetation, pursuing new projects 
etc. 

 
211. Household Waste Facility 

It would seem that HCC have quietly decided not to progress the decision to 
spend about £600,000 on upgrading the Household Waste Recycling Facility at 
Marchwood. I am not sure about the legality of making a decision and then (at 
officer level) deciding not to progress it. I have therefore asked for an 
investigation which is now taking place. I will update you in due course. 
Even worse news, HCC are about to consult on closures of HWRC's. They are 
looking to save money. Marchwood HWRC is under threat of complete closure, 
partial closure (some days) or restricted hours. It does not help that our HWRC is 
located a few miles from the Southampton facility. 
 
I am strongly against closure and have already instigated a petition against it, 
which has already attracted over 1,500 signatures. I think it will lead to increased 
fly tipping, both in the District and the National Park. This will increase costs to 
the District Council. The cuts may save money for Hampshire County Council, but 
increase costs for New Forest District Council. I hope Marchwood Parish Council 
will express a similar view when the consultation goes “live”. 

 
212. Tarmac Application 

I'm very sorry that the Regulatory Committee at HCC voted strongly in favour of 
the officers' recommendation to approve the application to allow a 5 year 
permission for facilities at Marchwood wharf. It will mean more lorry movements 
in and out of the village, along Bury Road. 
I thought MPC and the village was very well represented by the members, 
resident and the clerk. Hampshire County Council, as the highway authority, 
benefits from having this facility, so you could ask whether it is fair that the 
authority with such a strong vested interest should determine such an application. 
Realistically, nobody is going to fund a Judicial Review, so I think we are stuck 
with the decision. I genuinely gave this my best shot, even reminding fellow 
members that they risked HCC incurring EU Air quality fines if they approved it. 

 
213. Cycle Route 

I have lots of positive feedback from users of the new route. Some minor tweaks 
have been made to it, responding to some comments. Sadly, a section of it was 
subject to flooding. Barker Mill Estates are looking to see if this can be  
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addressed. I understand they have displayed warning notices to the effect that 
the route won't be gritted and people use it at their own risk. 
I am trying to ascertain when the work will take place to improve the crossing at 
Trotts Lane. No news on this yet, but an item to raise with Richard Bastow, when 
we meet, along with the cycle path to Hythe. 

 
214. Children's Centres 

Again, as a result of cost cutting measures, I understand that the County Council 
are considering closing more than half of the Children's Centres in Hampshire. 
There will be a public consultation about this. I have no further information at this 
time. There are other cuts being made to various other services including things 
like breast feeding support services. It's frankly very difficult to get a proper 
handle on all the cuts to budgets and services as they are happening so 
frequently, often unannounced. 

 
215. Bus Subsidies 

There will be a further round of cuts to bus subsidies this year. Have already 
been tipped off that Totton will be affected. I am not sure yet about Marchwood. 
Again, there is a requirement for a consultation to take place, including with MPC. 
 

216. Other cuts 
Other cuts that I know about include dimming street lights at night, grass cutting 
frequency, spraying of weedkiller, libraries (including the book fund), County 
Councillor grants. 

 
217. Budget 

HCC will be setting its' Annual budget in a few weeks time. This will give a clearer 
indication as to the extent of cuts to services. The one small glimmer of hope is 
that the Chancellor has provide that HCC can increase council tax by 2% for adult 
social care, over and above any other 2% maximum increase. Even if HCC 
decides to apply this increase, it will still mean very large cuts impacting on the 
poorest, most vulnerable, people in the community. 

 
218. Finally 

An apology, this is the gloomiest report that I have ever had to put together. 
 

219. Not sure that a crossing with a central reservation could fit in at the 
Bury Road / Eling cross road. 
 

220. If Park Lane can’t be mended due to costs, why waste money on 
cutting back hedges on Hythe Road?  The works on Hythe Road are 
awful and didn’t get the hedges that needed being cut back. 

 
221. How is HCC going to fulfil its requirement to cover the 0-5years olds if 

the Children’s Centres are to be closed?  I raised this exact point earlier 
today at a meeting and didn’t get a satisfactory response. 

 
222. Road services have been cut too much and this is starting to cause 

problems.  Very concerned about the cuts to Children Services. 
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223. Please can I point out that the Eling crossing is in the Totton area and 

not Marchwood. 
 

224. Can we check who cut the hedges by the cycle path so that lessons 
can be learnt from this cut in relation to punctures etc. 

 
225. Could we ask local businesses to contribute to a crossing at Eling? 

 
Reports of Representatives to Outside Bodies 
 
226. Cllr Mrs Bovey reported: 

 
227. I met with Chief Superintendent David Powell, Head of Prevention and 

Neighbourhoods on 13th January at his kind invitation to discuss how the local 
communities can effectively support the Police service. Through my Parish 
Council role (Marchwood, Hampshire) I want to share the main points of our 
discussion with the Waterside Parishes. 

 
228. Context: 

David and his colleague gave a presentation at New Forest District Council in 
Council Chambers in Lyndhurst, on the work of Hampshire Police and the 
services available to the neighbourhoods in July 2015. There was an opportunity 
for the public to engage with the presentation and ask questions. The result of a 
productive dialogue was a further presentation and Q&A session at Lymington 
Town Hall in October 2015. My meeting today with Mr Powell was as a result of 
my personal and parish council interest on behalf of the local community.  

 
229. We discussed the public face of policing and what it might look like in future, the 

effect of the government’s spending review and how this affects staffing levels 
and we discussed how a more creative approach to community policing might be 
achieved by different ways of using and allocating resources. We also briefly 
discussed what policing is/is not in relation to the Warrant Card. 
• The spending review in November 2015 has allowed for police services to 

run at better levels than was previously anticipated. Simply put, £10 million 
year on year is the actual loss and leaves services reasonably protected 
(instead of the anticipated reduction in staffing due to bigger cuts). Job cuts 
have been averted and with other opportunities outside Hampshire being 
available for current employees, it has meant there is active recruitment 
within Hampshire. 

• With smarter use of resources the public face of policing may look different 
with more use of voluntary PCSOs and Special Constables. Police buildings 
are reducing from 120 to 20 so other venues will need to be found for a 
police presence. There are plans to amalgamate resources of the 3 major 
public services-Police, Fire and Ambulance because there is reliable 
evidence that in any critical event, one or more of these services will be 
used at the same time. Other venues might include local council offices, 
public libraries and leisure centres. By a creative approach, public libraries  
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and leisure centres may be used as “community spaces” with the 
opportunity for the police to have an active presence. Police centres with a 
custody building will maintain a front reception area. There may be 
increased use of “pop up” police centres (utilising vacant shop space for a 
day at the discretion of the landlord). 

• We discussed who would man these areas and there is enthusiasm for 
using more volunteers as PCSOs and Special Constables. My concerns at 
using volunteers in what are usually paid positions, were allayed. College 
and university leavers are a good source of voluntary workers as an entry 
into the police service. This is a “win win” situation with potential 
professional candidates having a taster of the service and having 
opportunities to professionally develop and acquire skills prior to job 
application. As a result there is a high turnover of Special Constables as 
they are absorbed into the force! The next source of volunteers is from 
people who are either retired and want to continue contributing to their 
communities, or those still in employment who want a different and more 
exciting activity to the day job. From both groups, the police service attracts 
high calibre self- starters such as captains of industry and investment 
bankers at one end, to professionals from other areas who have the 
education, skills and  personal qualities that are desirable to the police 
service. 

• The discussion then opened out to how the police might engage better with 
local communities, with an acknowledgement that much progress has been 
made recently. Parish and local and county councils are very important to 
the engagement process, and the increased use of community spaces 
manned by trained volunteers would be a good way of making this happen. 

• We discussed the reality of Neighbourhood Watch and how this might be 
used more beneficially to the communities. Currently Neighbourhood Watch 
is focused on crime prevention but it is hoped that effective neighbourhood 
community work would include care for those who are vulnerable. 
Awareness of neighbours who have not been seen for a few days, those 
who might not be able to get out for shopping, children who may be at risk, 
understanding there may be mental health problems, or that someone is 
vulnerable to financial scams are all part of a vision for neighbourhood care 
in the community. 

• No one problem is in isolation so there are several major factors that 
contribute to vulnerability-substance abuse, alcohol dependence and 
criminal activity, mental health problems and poverty. Increased vulnerability 
is not specifically a police issue, but becomes so if more than one or two 
factors are combined. Better neighbourhood watch/care may alleviate some 
of the risks. 

• The discussion continued with acknowledgement of a need for greater 
understanding and engagement with Mental Health services and Children’s 
and Young Peoples services.  Again the use of local volunteers may be  
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really useful, because increased local understanding of the local problems 
can provide much needed support to the police services. 

230. I have tried to make this transcript of our discussion as accurate as possible. I am 
sure there may be other pieces of information which might have been included, 
but this valuable session with David Powell will I hope, be a good “starter for 10” 
for some future work. 

 
Committee Minutes 
 
231. RESOLVED:  To receive as follows: 

Amenities: 9th November 2015 
Planning: 2nd November and 30th November 2015 
Policy & Resources: 16th November 2015 
 

Income & Expenditure 
 
232. RESOLVED:  To approve the accounts for August to November 2015 

Income total: £109,212.47 
Expenditure total: £88,350.20 
Appendix A. 
 

Income & Expenditure against budget 
 
233. RESOLVED:  To note the current income and expenditure against 

budget.  Appendix B. 
 

Parish Council priorities for 2015-16 
 
234. New Scout and Guide building 

 
 The planning application has been submitted.  There has been an objection 
raised by Highways over concern of how a fire appliance could access the 
site.  The Agents are currently putting an answer together.  There was also 
a requirement for cycle racks to be installed at the ground.  This has been 
agreed to. 
 

235. Engage with the Community at more events 
 

 RESOLVED:  To look at holding a Parish Reception in June, bring to 
P&R for a decision.  Could we look at sponsorship for the reception? 
 

Lloyds Bank online banking 
 
236. RESOLVED:  To allow Officers to take the necessary actions to set 

up online banking.  However, to still use cheques for the majority of 
the councils payments. 
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The future of External Audit for Smaller Authorities 
 
237. RESOLVED:  To remain with the sector led body for External Audit. 

 
New Forest District Council – Clean for the Queen 
 
238. RESOLVED:  Not to partake in this project. 

 
Hampshire County Council – New area teams and Rights of Way vegetation 
priority cutting list for 2016. 
 
239. It was noted that footpath 14 (Long Lane – Hythe Road) would be cut this 

year. 
 

Department of Communities and Local Government – Consultation on 
proposed changes to National Planning Policy 
 
240. RESOLVED:  To defer this item to the Planning Committee meeting 

on the 1sr February 2016. 
 

Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
241. RESOLVED:  That in view of the confidential nature of the business about 

to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and  
public be temporarily excluded. 
 

The HANDY Trust and Marchwood Youth Club 
 
242. RESOLVED:  The decision taken by Marchwood Youth Club Trustee 

is not a decision that should have been made by them.  The decision 
should be made by the Management Committee.  We remind you of 
your constitution and ask that you abide by it. 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.00. 
 

 
 
 
 

________________________________Chairman 


