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27th June 2017 
 
To: Members of the Planning Committee, remainder of Council for information. 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
A meeting of the Planning Committee will be held in the Pine Room, Marchwood Village Hall, on 
Monday 3rd July 2017 at 7.30pm, you are summoned to attend. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Clerk to the Council 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Public participation - may speak for up to three minutes. 
3. Declarations of Interest 
4. Chairman’s report 
5. Minutes: To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8th May and 15th May 2017. 
6. Planning applications 

17/10345 – Yew Tree Cottage, 7 Old Cracknore Close: boundary fence; access gates 
17/10743 – Ger Y Coed, 41 Larkspur Drive: single storey rear extension (retrospective) 
17/10776 – 15 Cranberry Close: single storey side and rear extension; use of garage as ancillary 
living 
17/00422 – Oakwoods, Twiggs Lane: single storey extension; first floor extension and roof 
alterations; garage to facilitate additional habitable accommodation. 
17/00486 – Homelands, Beaulieu Road: loft conversion to existing garage to form ancillary 
accommodation. 

7. Tree applications 
17/0488 – Cobwebs, Pooks Green: prune 1 x Oak tree; prune 1 x Ash tree 

8. Consultations 
New Forest National Park Authority - Local Plan Review, potential alternative housing sites. 
New Forest National Park Authority – Recreation Management Strategy 2010 - 2030 

9. Parish Council priorities for 2017-18  
a) Bury Road cycle path extension 
b) Long Lane footpath by Southampton Football Club 
c) Long Lane footpath after the bend 
d) Cycle / footpath to Hythe 
e) Highway / road access issues such as HGV’s using restricted roads 
f) Monitoring the effect of industrial development 

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings of the Parish Council.  Copies of items 
referred to in the agenda are available from the Parish Council office on request. 
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New Forest National Park Local Plan Review 

Potential Alternative Housing Sites Consultation: June – July 2017 
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The current local planning policies for the New Forest National Park were adopted in 

2010. They represent the first set of consistent Park-wide planning policies and are 

the current basis for planning decisions made within the National Park. 
 

1.2 Following significant changes in national planning policy in recent years, the 

Authority is reviewing the local planning policies for the area to ensure the National 

Park continues to have an up-to-date planning policy framework in place to guide 

decisions. The planning system plays an important role in the delivery of the two 

statutory National Park purposes and related socio-economic duty, as set out below. 

It is for this reason that National Park Authorities are the sole planning authorities for 

their respective areas and the Local Plan sits at the core of this planning system.    
 

1.3   The New Forest National Park has two statutory purposes – originally created by the 

National Parks & Access to the Countryside Act 1949 – namely: 

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of 

the New Forest; and  

 To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special 

qualities of the New Forest by the public.  

 

The National Park Authority also has a duty under Section 62(1) of the Environment 

Act 1995 in taking forward these two purposes to seek to foster the socio-economic 

well-being of the 35,000 people who live within the National Park.  

  

2. Draft Local Plan Public Consultation: October – November 2016  

 

2.1 Following an initial public consultation on the main issues to be covered in the review 

of the Local Plan in 2015, the Authority prepared a draft Local Plan for comment in 

October 2016. The public consultation on the draft Plan ran for an 8-week period 

(from 3 October – 28 November 2016) and, in line with the requirements of the 

Go er e t s rele a t pla i g regulatio s, was widely publicised through social 

media, public adverts, local town and parish councils, meetings with key bodies, 

direct notification to a wide range of statutory and non-statutory consultees and a 

series of public drop-in events across the National Park.    

 

2.2 The draft Local Plan (October 2016) was a working draft document and the 

consultation asked for views on a number of issues, including the proposed approach 

and reasonable alternatives.  The draft Local Plan sought to reflect the requirements 

of national planning policy which establishes a clear framework to protect the New 

Forest National Park and to meet local needs arising within the Park. The draft Local 

Plan set out a range of policies that sought to protect the Forest s atural 
environment; conserve the built and historic heritage of the area; meet local housing 

needs where possible; and ensure the local economy remains strong.  
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3. Summary of the main representations and consideration of responses  

 

3.1 During the 8-week public consultation, consultation responses were received from 

nearly 400 individual respondents. This included statutory consultees such as Natural 

England, the Environment Agency and Heritage England; neighbouring local planning 

authorities including New Forest District Council and Test Valley Borough Council; key 

local stakeholders and bodies including the Friends of the New Forest and the New 

Forest Business Partnership; and many hundreds of local residents. 

 

3.2 In February 2017 the Authority published online a detailed summary of the 

consultation responses received during the 8-week public consultation. In addition, 

all of the responses received (with personal details redacted) can be viewed at the 

Authority s ai  offi es i  Ly i gto . The detailed o sultation summary can be 

viewed at: www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20040/planning_policy/361/local_plan  

 

3.3 The summary of responses received is arranged in chapter order and a range of views 

were expressed on all of the main planning issues facing the New Forest National 

Park. Since the public consultation closed at the end of November 2016, the 

Authority s Poli y Tea  ha e ee  o sideri g the poi ts raised. This has i luded a 
number of follow-up meetings with key consultees, as well as meetings with 

eigh ouri g pla i g authorities u der the Duty-to-Cooperate .        
 

3.4 As highlighted by the summary of consultation responses, a significant number of 

responses focused on the approach to new housing provision within the National 

Park. There is a significant local housing need arising within the National Park and 

this must be considered alongside the strong protection afforded to the New Forest 

National Park
1
 and the range of protected habitats located within the Park. To 

partially address this identified need, the consultation draft Local Plan (October 

2016) identified a number of proposed housing allocations.   

 

3.5 Following the end of the consultation period, the Authority has continued to liaise 

with Natural England in considering the potential impacts of new residential 

development on the internationally protected habitats that cover more than 50% of 

the National Park. The Authority has subsequently received clear advice that due to 

the potential impacts on the designated habitats, new greenfield housing 

allocations should not be considered within 400 metres of the New Forest Special 

Protection Area (SPA). This advice is consistent with that given to neighbouring 

planning authorities.    

 

3.6 A consequence of this advice is that the following proposed greenfield housing 

allocations contained within the consultation draft Local Plan (October 2016) will 

not now be taken forward through the Local Plan Review: 

 Land at Strawberry Fields, East Boldre (previously draft policy 25) 

 Land at Gaza Avenue, East Boldre (previously draft policy 26) 

                                                           
1
 Paragraph 115 of the NPPF confirms that National Parks have the highest status of protection in relation to 

landscape and scenic beauty. Paragraph 14 of the NPPF identifies National Parks as areas where development 

should be restricted. The Housing White Paper (February 2017) proposes a strengthening of this position.  

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20040/planning_policy/361/local_plan
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3.7 The advice also has implications for the land at Church Lane, Sway (draft policy 23) 

where part of the greenfield site identified lies within 400 metres of the New Forest 

SPA.  As a result it is likely that a reduced site allocation and quantum of housing will 

be proposed for this site. . The site at The Ye s , Cad a  draft poli y 4  is likely to 
remain in employment use, rather than be brought forward for housing, and so this 

proposed allocation has also been re-assessed. Planning permission has been granted 

for the rural exceptions site at Mill Lane in Brockenhurst (draft policy 21) and 

therefore this site will not feature in the Submission draft Local Plan in October 2017. 

The brownfield site of the former Lyndhurst Park Hotel (draft Policy 22) also lies in 

close proximity to the New Forest SPA and the Authority is considering the type of 

development that may be appropriate for this site.      

 

3.8 As a result of a number of the proposed housing allocations not now being taken 

forward (or being reduced in scale), the Authority has assessed additional housing 

sites that could be brought forward through the Local Plan to meet some of the 

identified housing needs arising from communities living within the National Park
2
. 

The Authority remains of the view that some appropriate housing land allocations 

are required within the National Park to address identified local housing needs and 

more detail is set out in Section 4.    

  

                                                           
2
 The Go er e t s National Parks Vision and Circular (2010) – cross-referenced within the NPPF – recognises 

that National Parks are not suitable locations for unrestricted housing and that new housing should be focused 

on meeting local affordable housing needs, rather than catering for external demands.   
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4. Consultation on potential alternative housing sites 

 

4.1 The next timetabled stage of formal public consultation on the Local Plan is the 

Regulation 19 Submission draft consultation which is scheduled to take place 

between October – December 2017. To inform the preparation of the Submission 

draft Local Plan we have decided to seek feedback now on potential alternative 

housing sites that could be included in the final draft version of the Local Plan. The 

alternative option of publishing new sites in the Submission draft Local Plan in 

October 2017 would have provided less opportunity for consultees to comment.   

 

4.2 Set out below are a number of potential development sites that we would 

welcome feedback on. The responses received during June and July 2017 will help 

inform the preparation of the Submission draft Local Plan which will then be 

subject to a final period of statutory consultation commencing in October 2017. 

Larger scale maps of the potential sites are included in the appendix to this paper.   

 

 Ashurst  

 

4.3 Ashurst is o e of the four defi ed illages  ithi  the Natio al Park a d has a ra ge 
of local services including schools, a train station and local shops. The consultation 

draft Local Plan (October 2016) proposed the allocation of land off Whartons Lane to 

the east of the existing defined village boundary for residential purposes. A 

significant number of consultation responses from the village (including the Parish 

Council) identified brownfield land at Ashurst Hospital as having the potential to 

accommodate some residential development.  

 

4.4 Since the consultation on the draft Local Plan closed in November 2016, the 

Authority received submissions from the NHS as part of the Call for Brownfield Sites  
exercise (February 2017). Health Commissioners have confirmed that much of the 

existing accommodation at Ashurst Hospital is of poor quality and there is an 

opportunity to make a more efficient use of the site. Part of the site will become 

surplus to the operational healthcare requirements of the NHS and could 

accommodate types of development which would not impact on the integrity of the 

adjoining internationally protected habitat, including residential, care/extra care 

accommodation and business uses. Any redevelopment of the Ashurst Hospital site 

would be considered in addition to the housing site allocation proposed at Whartons 

Lane, Ashurst.    

 

1. Land at Ashurst Hospital  

 

The Authority invites feedback on the principle of surplus brownfield land at the Ashurst 

Hospital site being brought forward for redevelopment. Based on the latest information 

from Health Commissioners, the existing Birthing Centre on the site will be retained (the 

building to the west of the dotted line shown on the map below), and the remaining part of 

the site could (subject to the provision of alternative accommodation for health services 

that need to be delivered form the site) become surplus to the operational healthcare 

requirements for the NHS. The precise area of land that is likely to become surplus will 
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depend on the requirements for alternative accommodation, parking and servicing. In 

considering the future redevelopment of this brownfield site the Authority has identified 

the following key issues: 

 

 The need to ensure any redevelopment of the brownfield site does not impact on the 

integrity of the protected habitats to the south of the site. This will influence the type 

of residential development which would be acceptable, with care/extra care 

accommodation potentially being the most appropriate residential use. Other forms of 

residential development would need to consider appropriate future management 

options to mitigate any impact;  

 The potential of the site to provide local employment opportunities as well as some 

form of residential development; and 

 The need to ensure the retained health care uses on the site can operate efficiently. 

 

 
 

 

 Cadnam  

 

4.5 The settlement of Cadnam has a basic range of services that some of the more rural 

areas of the National Park lack. In 2014 a Housing Needs Survey for the Parish of 

Copythorne was undertaken and this identified a significant local housing need. 

More recent data from New Forest District Council (the Housing Authority for this 

area of the National Park) indicates a need for over 40 dwellings for local people on 

the Housing Register for the Parish, many with a strong local connection.  

 

4.6 The Housing Needs Survey concluded that a small housing scheme in the parish 

should be supported, but to date suitable sites have not come forward through the 
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rural exceptions site route. The Authority s Lo al Pla  Re ie  therefore provides an 

opportunity to deliver housing to meet the identified local housing needs through 

the Plan-led system. A significant amount of work has been undertaken in the parish 

since 2014 on assessing housing sites and the land at U le To s Ca i , Romsey 

Road, Cadnam, has been identified as having development potential. The site was 

also submitted to the Authority through the Call for Sites  pro ess as part of the 

Local Plan Review and remains available for development. This part brownfield/part 

greenfield housing site is not located within 400 metres of the New Forest SPA and 

benefits from an existing access off Romsey Road.   

 

2. La d at U le To s Ca i , Ro sey Road, Cad a   
 

The Authority invites feed a k o  the pri iple of la d at U le To s Ca i , Ro sey Road, 
Cadnam being brought forward for residential development. Based on the information 

su itted as part of the Authority s Call for Sites  pro ess, the site ould a o odate 
circa 20 dwellings, and it is likely that this would comprise a mix of open market and 

affordable dwellings to meet some of the identified local housing need arising within the 

parish of Copythorne. In considering the future redevelopment of this site the Authority 

has identified the following key issues: 

 

 The need to protect the amenity of the existing residential properties fronting Romsey 

Road. The existing mature tree belt between the site and these properties should 

remain; and  

 Affordable housing provision made as part of any future development of the site 

should ensure it meets the local needs identified for the Parish.  
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 Fawley and Calshot  
 

4.7 As outlined in paragraphs 4.8 – 4.9 of the consultation draft Local Plan (October 

2016), the former Fawley Power Station brownfield site lies outside the New Forest 

National Park and is therefore under the planning jurisdiction of New Forest District 

Cou il. I  O to er 6 the Authority s draft Lo al Pla  set out a ra ge of fa tors to 
be considered should the site come forward for redevelopment and include adjacent 

land within the National Park.  These factors included:  
 

 the ajor de elop e t  test set out in paragraph 116 of the NPPF;  

 flooding issues; and  

 potential impacts on protected coastal habitats.  
 

4.8 Since the o sultatio  o  the Authority s draft Lo al Pla  losed i  No e er 6, 
the owners have continued to promote the redevelopment of the site through both 

the New Forest District Council and New Forest National Park Authority Local Plan 

reviews. A comprehensive regeneration of the whole site could deliver significant 

eco o i  e efits a d e  housi g, su je t to o plia e ith the NPPF s ajor 
development test

3
. At this stage in the Local Plan-making process, we are seeking 

feedback on the principle of land in the National Park being developed to support the 

wider regeneration of the Fawley Power Station site. This could include a new school; 

significant areas of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) to deflect 

recreational pressures from protected habitats; and additional housing within the 

National Park. It should be noted that work is also in progress to assess the need for 

development in the National Park to support the comprehensive redevelopment of 

the site on viability grounds and this will also feed into the Local Plan Review.    
 

4.9 Land to the south of the Power Station site and within the National Park is locally 

referred to as To  Tiddler s Grou d. The site as origi ally reated through the 
depositing of materials from the construction of the Power Station in the 1960s. The 

land is now locally designated as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) 

and comprises acid grassland and invasive scrub.  
 

3. Land to the south of the Fawley Power Station site  
 

The Authority invites feedback on the principle of land to the south of the former Fawley 

Power Station site being brought forward for residential development to support the 

comprehensive regeneration of the Power Station site. Based on the information 

submitted by the landowner as part of the Authority s Local Plan Review process, the site 

could accommodate circa 100 - 150 dwellings, representing a relatively small element of 

the much wider redevelopment proposals for the former Power Station site. In addition, 

land in the National Park could also support the regeneration of the Power Station site 

through the provision of a new primary school close to Calshot Village and areas of Suitable 

Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG). The Authority has identified the following key 

issues: 

                                                           
3
 Paragraph 116 of the NPPF confirms that major developments in National Parks should only be supported in 

exceptional circumstances. This should include an assessment of (i) the need for the development; (ii) the 

scope for developing outside the Park; and (iii) the extent to which detrimental effects can be moderated. 
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 For residential development to be supported on land within the National Park, it would 

be important that new housing provision contributed towards meeting the identified 

housing needs arising from within the National Park ;  

 The need to ensure the loss of SINC land is fully compensated through significant 

enhancements to the remaining SINC habitat;  

 The need to ensure that any greenfield development in the Park is only supported as 

part of the comprehensive regeneration of the wider brownfield Power Station site;  

 Redevelopment of the Power Station site should reduce the overall visual and 

landscape impact of the site to benefit the surrounding National Park landscape; and 

 Ensuring that the design of any SANG provision within the National Park reflects its 

status as a nationally protected landscape and strengthens the landscape character of 

the New Forest.   
 

 
 

 

Calshot Village 
 

4.10 The redevelopment of Fawley Power Station could deliver local infrastructure 

improvements for the area. Li ked to the Authority s so io-economic duty, we are of 

the view that the nearby village of Calshot should benefit from any future 

improvements. The village has pockets of relative deprivation and there is an 

opportunity to broaden the range of housing available in the village and provide 

local community facilities through the provision of a new primary school. This would 

provide a connection between the village of Calshot and the Fawley Power Station 

site and a focal point for the local community in Calshot.  
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4.11 It is recognised that a number of improvements - including landscape and public 

space enhancements - could be implemented without the need for additional 

development. Since the publication of the draft Local Plan in October 2016, the 

Authority has received representations from New Forest District Council regarding 

land owned by the District Council within Calshot village. It is considered that in 

addition to public realm improvements, the village could benefit from a more mixed 

community with a better balance of housing tenures.      

 

4. Calshot Village  
 

The Authority i ites feed a k o  the pri iple of la d adja e t to St George s Chur h i  
Calshot being developed for up to 30 residential units as part of the wider enhancement of 

the village. Based on the information submitted to the Authority by the landowner, the 

residential units would be built around a small cemetery (planning permission was granted 

for cemetery use on the site in December 2016).  The Authority has identified the following 

key issues: 
 

 The proportion of affordable housing that could be delivered on site to meet housing 

needs arising within the National Park; and 

 The potential of the site to provide local community facilities as well residential 

development.  
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5. Next steps and timetable  

 

5.1 This informal public consultation runs from Wednesday 14 June – Wednesday 26 

July 2017 (6-weeks). During this period feedback is invited on the potential housing 

sites identified in this document.  

 

5.2 Comments should be received by the National Park Authority by 5pm on 

Wednesday 26 July 2017 and should be emailed to policy@newforestnpa.gov.uk or 

posted to: 

 

 Policy Team  

New Forest National Park Authority  

Lymington Town Hall  

Avenue Road 

Lymington  

SO41 9ZG 

 

5.3 The final formal stage of consultation on the Authority s Su issio  draft Lo al Pla  

Regulatio  9 i  the Go er e t s pla i g regulatio s  is due to take pla e for a 6-

week period between late October and early December 2017. Representation will be 

i ited o  the sou d ess  of the Lo al Pla  duri g this period. The ai  is to the  
submit the Local Plan and all of the representations received on it to the Secretary of 

State by March 2018 for independent Examination.  

 

  

mailto:policy@newforestnpa.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 – Potential Housing Site Allocations Maps  
 

 



13 

 

 



14 

 

 



15 

 

 



  

Join the debate 
about recreation in the New Forest 

Call for views consultation 19 June – 13 August 2017 

 

Some big issues are facing the New Forest in the coming years. The organisations with 
the main remit for both protecting the National Park and enabling people to enjoy it need 
your help to:  

 provide the best recreational experience for local people and our visitors 
 protect the very thing these people come to see – the spectacular, yet fragile 

landscape which is a haven for many rare wildlife species 
 ensure limited resources are spent wisely.  

The current approach is described in the Recreation Management Strategy 2010-2030. 
We need to agree a much smaller number of high priority tasks alongside others that are 
more ‘business as usual’.  
 
As you take part in the consultation, please share your thoughts about what would be best 
for the long term future of the New Forest as a whole, as well as your personal interests. 

Timetable 

 19 June to 13 August 2017: An initial ‘call for views’ to ask people about the overall 
rationale for managing recreation across the whole of the New Forest and 
surrounding areas, and to guide the development of revised and prioritised actions. 

 Autumn/winter 2017/18: The update to the Strategy is drafted to reflect the 
feedback. 

 2018: Public consultation on the draft update. 

Keep in touch 

Sign up for the latest updates by subscribing to our email newsletter on our website 
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk. You can keep up to date on Facebook or on Twitter via 
@newforestnpa using #FutureForest. 

 

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20099/recreation/366/managing_recreation
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/


  

 

The unique New Forest 

 

The New Forest has a long and proud history that dates back almost 1,000 years.  

Since its creation by William the Conqueror in 1079 for the pursuit of the ‘beasts of the 
chase’ (wild deer and pigs) many historical events have shaped the Forest’s landscape, 
cultural heritage and sense of identity. 
 
The role of the commoners who turn out animals to graze the open Forest has been 
central to this ongoing process. 
 
Today the New Forest National Park  has a wonderful mosaic of internationally recognised 
habitats including lowland wet and dry heaths, mires and bogs, ancient pasture woodland, 
coniferous plantations, acid grasslands, mixed farmland and a wide range of coastal 
habitats.  

This combination of natural environments is unmatched in western Europe. 
 
The landscape is beautiful, tranquil, rare and fragile: shaped by man, by history and by the 
animals that still graze it today. 
 
The New Forest also attracts many people, both local and from further afield, to enjoy 
outdoor recreation, especially walking, cycling, horse riding and camping.  

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20089/rich_cultural_heritage/48/commoning
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20095/habitats_and_wildlife
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20045/things_to_do


  

Why ask for views now? 

 

In the 1960s and '70s Forest guardians saw that the New Forest was in trouble – people 
could drive, park and camp anywhere.  

 

[Photo: unrestricted parking at Balmer Lawn, Brockenhurst, 1971] 

The damage was obvious and over 150 free-roaming animals were being killed each year 
(three times the current levels).  

So they came together to install cattle grids, fence off the main roads and ditch the verges 
of others, and create campsites and car parks. This has stood us in good stead for some 
time.  

But that was 40 years ago, before we knew which areas were richest in wildlife, and the 
facilities weren’t designed for their current level of use – which looks set to increase even 
further:  

 Around 34,000 people live here 
 Sixteen million people now live within a 90 minute drive of the Forest  
 It is estimated that we receive over 13 million day visits a year 
 In response to housing needs, neighbouring local authorities are currently 

progressing Local Plans which will provide for around 50,000 extra homes (about 
110,000 people) in areas close to the New Forest in the next 15-20 years. 

The Forestry Commission, Natural England, Hampshire County Council, New Forest 
District Council and the Verderers have now asked the National Park Authority to lead on 
this Future Forest consultation.  



  

Putting the Forest first 

 

The Forest infrastructure put in place in the 1960s and '70s was a significant and pivotal 
moment in the Forest’s history. Many believe we’re now at that point again. 

If they aren’t well managed, outdoor activities (such as walking, cycling, horse riding, 
camping or parking a vehicle) can accidentally cause damage to the very places that 
people want to enjoy.  
 
Over time this harm could: 

 cause erosion of sensitive habitats such as ponds, stream banks, lawns, bogs, 
mires, chalk streams, coastal mudflats and ancient woodlands  

 disturb rare breeding, feeding and roosting birds on coastal mudflats and saltmarsh, 
or open heathland  

 impact on other rare and threatened species such as wild gladioli, smooth snakes 
and southern damselflies 

 erode paths and grazed verges 
 reduce the tranquillity in remote areas 
 cause more litter 
 interfere with important Forest management such as commoning or forestry 

operations. 

Instead, we want to find ways to work together to encourage and enable people to enjoy 
the New Forest and nearby areas in ways and in locations that minimise these negative 
consequences. 
 
It’s time for all of us who use the Forest to take responsibility and acknowledge 
these challenges. This is why we need your help to agree the way forward.  
 
Much has already been achieved and many of the 61 actions in the Recreation 
Management Strategy (2010 - 2030) are still relevant. Six of these, relating to working 
together and collecting better information will certainly continue.  

However, from the remaining 55 actions aimed at managing recreation, we need to agree 
a small number of high priority tasks that will make a real difference (above the ‘business 
as usual’ work), including some that will doubtless require further public debate. 

  

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20099/recreation/366/managing_recreation
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20099/recreation/366/managing_recreation


  

Achievements to date 

 

Since the Recreation Management Strategy was published Forest organisations have 
been working hard to help people enjoy outdoor activities and also protect the Forest.  
 
Most of the actions are ongoing rather than completed and some have yet to be started in 
earnest. This consultation will help us decide where to put most effort with declining public 
resources in the coming years. 
 
Here are some examples of the work so far by the Recreation Management Strategy 
Steering Group (the National Park Authority, the Forestry Commission, Natural England, 
Hampshire County Council, New Forest District Council and the Verderers) and other 
organisations across the Forest: 

Safer, sustainable activities and travel  

 The open-top buses of the New Forest Tour encourage around 40,000 car-free 
journeys annually around the National Park giving a different view of the Forest. 

 A new cycle route was created between Totton and Marchwood and the Ashurst-
Lyndhurst track beside the A35 was resurfaced. 

 Several footbridges have been replaced by Forestry Commission and Hampshire 
County Council. 

 The 40mph New Forest speed limit was extended to cover the Wiltshire areas of the 
National Park. 

Improving visitor facilities  

 Support has been given to develop facilities at cycle hire businesses including the 
new Cyclexperience hire centre at Brockenhurst station. 

 Lepe Country Park visitor facilities are currently being redeveloped. 
 Camping in the Forest and the Forestry Commission have paid for two seasonal 

National Park rangers each year to encourage campers to walk, cycle or use the 
New Forest Tour and they provide family activities on the campsites. 

 A new ‘walkers and cyclists welcome’ scheme has proved popular with local 
accommodation providers. 

Reducing the risk of inadvertent harm  

 Surveys of rare and vulnerable ground nesting birds (woodlark, Dartford warbler, 
nightjar, curlew, redshank, snipe and lapwing) have taken place to help us manage 
the Forest for their benefit. More detailed surveys of breeding curlews and the 
factors that may be affecting their decline are now being done. 

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20016/our_work/3/recreation_management_strategy
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20191/future_forest/366/managing_recreation
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20191/future_forest/366/managing_recreation
http://www.thenewforesttour.info/
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/776/major_cycle_route_into_the_heart_of_the_new_forest_upgraded
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/776/major_cycle_route_into_the_heart_of_the_new_forest_upgraded
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/861/new_centre_welcomes_cyclists_to_the_new_forest
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/853/partnership_encourages_families_camping_to_have_fun_in_nature
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/853/partnership_encourages_families_camping_to_have_fun_in_nature
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/823/warm_welcome_for_cyclists_and_walkers_in_the_new_forest
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20095/habitats_and_wildlife/43/ground_nesting_birds


  

 Ditches, banks and ‘dragon’s teeth’ posts have been installed to prevent parking on 
verges which damages grazing and protected wildlife habitats.  

 A ‘Caring for the Forest’ code is widely promoted by rangers, on information boards, 
in leaflets and publications and by social media. 

 People are working more closely together to encourage ‘Forest friendly’ behaviour, 
discuss the issues and find solutions. Established forums include the Access 
Forum, dogs forum, equine forum, cycling working group, joint litter working group 
and outdoor educators forum. 

 Local authorities are using developer contributions to fund a range of activities that 
enable people to enjoy the outside close to home and to reduce negative impacts 
when new residents explore the Forest’s protected areas. 

 There are ongoing campaigns to protect the Forest - reduce animal accidents, stop 
people from feeding ponies, reduce litter and the disturbance of rare ground nesting 
birds. Picking fungi on the Forest is now actively and strongly discouraged. 

 A cycling code and an event organisers’ charter were developed to encourage safe 
and responsible cycling and to minimise disruption from large cycling events. 

 Walks leaflets and a routes website have been produced to steer people towards 
interesting routes with good visitor facilities and away from fragile wildlife areas. 

Increasing health and well-being 

 Over 200 people with disabilities now explore the Forest on adapted bikes each 
year, available through a new local group called PEDALL. 

 Over 350 people now regularly join Healthy Walks close to where they live, led by 
35 trained volunteer walk leaders – and easy access walks have been developed 
and promoted.  

 Hundreds of families have attended ‘wild play’ events, encouraging young children 
to enjoy the outdoors. 

 Projects to inform and involve the next generation have included school assemblies 
for thousands of children each year about preventing litter and using the Forest as 
an outdoor classroom for studies linked to the curriculum including recreation 
impacts.  

 

  

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20050/help_care_for_the_forest
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20050/help_care_for_the_forest
http://routes.newforestnpa.gov.uk/?mode=walk
http://www.pedall.org.uk/
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/article/904/join_walkers_to_feel_the_benefit_of_a_weekly_stroll
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20187/our_past_our_future/373/projects/19
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20091/for_teachers


  

Recent changes affecting the Forest 

 

Since the Recreation Management Strategy was published in 2010, various things have 
changed that will affect the way we manage recreation in the New Forest.  
 
Examples include: 

 National Planning Policy places a strong emphasis on meeting identified housing 
needs and has removed regional planning constraints. New and emerging Local 
Plans produced by neighbouring planning authorities include allocations for many 
thousands of new homes close to the New Forest National Park. 

 The Government produced an Eight Point Plan for National Parks, which among 
other things confirms that national parks should be ‘thriving natural environments’, 
help improve health and wellbeing and be ‘everyone’s national parks’.  

 The Government has recommitted to protecting England’s wildlife and natural 
resources through a new strategy called Biodiversity 2020. 

 In the Forestry and Woodlands Policy Statement for England, the Government has 
committed to keeping the public forest estate, which includes the Crown Lands of 
the New Forest, in public ownership. 

 Locally, there is a renewed interest among planning authorities, businesses and 
other organisations to work together to protect and enhance the natural 
environment in areas surrounding the National Park, and encourage access to 
it.  

 Organised events for cyclists and runners are becoming more popular.  
 After being relatively stable for several years, rises in road traffic are now 

predicted. 
 Brexit has created uncertainty over funding of land and access management that 

has hitherto come from the EU. 
 Public sector organisations with responsibilities for providing recreation facilities 

have had substantial cuts in their Government funding  
 Natural England is due to publish a proposed route for the England Coast Path 

through the New Forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/info/20016/our_work/3/recreation_management_strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509916/national-parks-8-point-plan-for-england-2016-to-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-forestry-policy-statement
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/england-coast-path-sw


 

Join the debate about recreation in the New Forest 
 
By answering the questions below you will help us develop a small number of high 
priority tasks that will help protect the New Forest and enable people to enjoy it.  
 
This call for views consultation closes at 11pm on 13 August 2017. 
  
We won't be responding individually to everyone's suggestions, but findings from this 
initial call for views will be published in autumn 2017. You can sign up for the latest 
updates by email at the end of the survey.  
 
An update to the Recreation Management Strategy (RMS), with a refreshed list of 
priority actions and the organisations that will lead them, will then be published for 
consultation in the spring of 2018. The current Recreation Management Strategy and 
other background information is available to view online at 
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/futureforest, to view at the National Park Authority offices 
in Lymington, or by post on request. 
 
It should take you about 15 minutes to answer the questions, depending on how much 
you wish to write.  
 
How we will use your personal data 
The information provided is being collected by the New Forest National Park Authority (NPA) and 
Hampshire County Council and will not be shared with any other third parties, without first obtaining 
your consent (unless we are obliged or permitted by law to disclose it). Hampshire County Council will 
retain copies of the responses which they will store securely and delete one year after the end of the 
consultation process. 

The NPA will only use your information for the purpose of informing and administering the Recreational 
Management Strategy update (RMS) and will retain the completed surveys and any other responses 
received for up to one year after the publication of the updated RMS. Anonymised and summarised data 
will be shared with the RMS Steering Group members and may be shared with the public in order to 
provide transparency and clarification of the decision making process. Information provided in Section 4 
is for analytical purposes only and will be used for no other purpose. 
 
If you have provided your contact details in Section 5 and indicated you are happy for us to contact you 
in the future about this process and / or to receive the NPA newsletter, you may unsubscribe at any time 
by following the link in the email or by emailing communications@newforestnpa.gov.uk. More details on 
how the NPA holds personal information can be found at: 
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/privacyandcookies. Should you require any further information about 
how your details will be used or stored, please contact the NPA’s Information & Data Protection Officer 
at membersservices@newforestnpa.gov.uk . 
 

 
 

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/futureforest
mailto:communications@newforestnpa.gov.uk
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/privacyandcookies
mailto:membersservices@newforestnpa.gov.uk


 

 Section 1: Initial questions about yourself 
 
Q.1 Have you taken part in a consultation about the New Forest before? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Don't know 

 
Q.2 How frequently do you participate in the following types of outdoor activity 
within the New Forest National Park? Please tick all that apply. 
 Not at 

all in the 
last year 

Rarely 
(no more 
than once 
per year) 

Frequently 
(at least 
one per 
week) 

Regularly 
(at least 
once per 
month) 

Infrequently 
(a few times 
per year) 

Walking      
Cycling      
Horse riding      
Running      
Exercising dogs      
Watching wildlife      
Relaxing and 
enjoying the view 
or having a picnic 

     

Playing sport, such 
as golf or cricket 

     

Exploring local 
heritage or 
archaeology 

     

Outdoor exercise 
classes 

     

Conservation 
volunteering 

     

Camping or 
caravanning 

     

Water sports      
Model aircraft/ 
boats 

     

Going for a drive      
Visiting villages, 
historic sites and 
other attractions 

     

Other, please 
specify: 

 

 
  
 
 



 

Section 2: Your views on topics in the current Recreation 
Management Strategy 
 
Outdoor recreation, with its benefits to health and wellbeing and to the local economy, 
can sometimes conflict with protecting wildlife and the environment.  
 
It can also be expensive to maintain recreational facilities in good condition.  
 
We need to find affordable ways to help people enjoy the New Forest and protect it for 
the future.   
 
The current New Forest Recreation Management Strategy has 55 actions aimed at 
managing recreation. These are summarised below under their topic headings. We 
want to find out which topics you think should be prioritised in the next five years.  
 
Please think what would be best for the New Forest as a whole, as well as about your 
personal interests. 
 
We know there are people with innovative ideas which look to the future for the Forest. 
So, if you think a topic area is missing from the Strategy, please tell us in the 
comments box in Section 3 of this call for views.  
  



 

Q.3 From the 15 topics below, please tick up to six that you think should be 
made high priority over the next five years. 
  a) Raising awareness and understanding Raise awareness of how special the 

New Forest is and how and where to enjoy it without causing harm through 
improved education, promotion, campaigns, rangers and events. 

 b) Improving access  
Develop a more joined up network of agreed routes and improve and promote use 
of them. 

 c) Coastal access  
Implement and promote the England Coast Path and associated access rights 
when the Government's consultation is complete and the route is confirmed. 

 d) Providing sustainable services and facilities  
Review and improve visitor facilities and car parking to reduce impacts on the 
most sensitive areas, reduce parking on verges and cover maintenance costs. 

 e) Healthy lifestyles and opportunities Enable young people, and people with 
disabilities, health needs or other disadvantages, to enjoy and benefit from the 
New Forest. 

 f) Sustainable transport  
Improve access by public transport to reduce traffic. Make Forest roads and 
crossing points safer for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 

 g) Influencing recreational provision beyond the boundaries of the National 
Park  
Work with neighbouring local authorities and influence their planning policies to 
create significant new and improved outdoor opportunities on the edge of the 
National Park to serve local communities. 

 h) Climate change and sustainability  
Assess the impact that outdoor activities have on the environment and encourage 
people to adopt more sustainable practices, including public transport options 
where possible. 

 i) Walking - Encourage private landowners to establish new walking routes on 
their land. Find ways to reduce the impacts of walking on sensitive wildlife. 
Provide better information and access to people with disabilities. 

 j) On and off-road cycling - Improve the safety, connectivity and use of an 
agreed network of on and off-road cycle routes, linked to towns and villages, 
including agreement for some changes on Crown Lands managed by the Forestry 
Commission. 

 k) Horse riding - Improve safety for horse riders, the connectivity and condition of 
routes and promote high standards of paddock management. 

 l) Camping and caravanning - Audit the campsite provision in the National Park: 
ensuring it keeps its appeal to visitors and benefits to the local economy while 
preventing and reducing negative impacts on the Forest. 

 m) Water-based recreation - Enable people to understand and enjoy water 
based activities on the coast without harming sensitive sites and species. 

 n) Cricket - Help cricket clubs manage their areas with the environment in mind 
and ensure facilities complement the landscape. 

 o) Golf - Help golf clubs manage their land to ensure related facilities fit well into 
the landscape. 



 

 Your selected priorities for the New Forest 
 
Q.4 Please tell us more about why you selected these topics as priorities for the 
New Forest. 
 
This will help us develop a clear rationale for proposing the topics which should be 
made high priority in the coming years. Please do not provide any personal details in 
your response.  
 
Topic 1:  
 
 
 
 
 
Topic 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic 4: 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic 5: 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic 6: 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
Section 3: Comments 
 
Q.5 Please tell us if you have any other comments about how we can all enjoy 
outdoor activities and protect the New Forest. This could include your views on 
what impact outdoor activities have, what topics may be missing from the 
current strategy, or what action you would like to see taken within the next five 
years. 
 
Please do not provide any personal details in your response.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Section 4: About you 

 
Q.6 Are you responding on your own behalf or on behalf of an organisation or 
group? 

 I am providing my own response – go to question 7. 
 I am providing a response on behalf of an organisation or group – go to question 11. 

 
Questions for individuals 
 
The information requested below is optional. Responses you provide here will 
be used for analysis purposes only. 
 
Q.7 Please provide your full home postcode 

 
 
 

Q.8 What was your age on your last birthday? 
 Under 18 
 18 - 24 
 25 - 34 
 35 - 44 
 45 - 54 
 55 - 64 
 65 - 74 
 75 - 84 
 85 or over 

 
Q.9 Do you consider yourself to have a disability? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Prefer not to say 

 
 
 
Q.10 Please choose one option that best describes your ethnic group or 
background:  
 
White 

 English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British 
 Irish 
 Gypsy or Irish Traveller 
 Any other White background 
 If 'other' please describe: 

____________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 



 

Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups 
 White and Black Caribbean 
 White and Black African 
 White and Asian 
 Any other Mixed / Multiple ethnic background 
 If 'other' please describe: 

____________________________________________________ 
 
Asian / Asian British 

 Indian 
 Pakistani 
 Bangladeshi 
 Chinese 
 Any other Asian background 
 If 'other' please describe: 

___________________________________________________ 
 
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 

 African 
 Caribbean 
 Any other Black / African / Caribbean background 
 If 'other' please describe: 

___________________________________________________ 
 
Other ethnic group:  

 Arab 
 If 'other' please describe: 

___________________________________________________ 
  
Please go to question 16.  
  



 

Questions for organisations or groups 
 
Q.11 What is your job position/role and the name and address of the 
organisation or group on whose behalf you are submitting this response? The 
name and details of your organisation or group may appear in the final report. 
 
Job position/role: ____________________________________ 
 
Name of organisation or group: ______________________________ 
 
Address of organisation or group:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.12 Has your organisation taken part in a consultation about the New Forest 
before? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Don't know 

 
 
Q.13 Please indicate if your organisation or group represents or champions any 
of these outdoor activities: (please tick all that apply) 

 Cycling 
 Running 
 Watching wildlife 
 Playing sport such as golf or cricket 
 Outdoor exercise classes 
 Camping or caravanning 
 Model aircraft/ boats 
 Visiting villages, historic sites and other attractions 
 Horse riding 
 Exercising dogs 
 Relaxing and enjoying the view or having a picnic 
 Exploring local heritage or archaeology 
 Conservation volunteering 
 Water sports 
 Going for a drive 
 Other, please specify: _____________________________________________ 

 
 
 



 

 
Q.14 Which of these categories best describes the primary function of your 
group or organisation? 

 Local public sector organisation, e.g. county, district or unitary council, health 
services, emergency services    

 School/college/place of education    
 Charity/non-governmental organisation    
 Sports group    
 Equine organisation    
 Parish council    
 Local business    
 Nature conservation/environmental group    
 Animal welfare group    
 Local community or voluntary group    
 Other, please specify: 

_________________________________________________    
 
Q.15 Please tell us how the views of your organisation's members were 
collated: 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 Section 5: Staying in touch with this consultation and National Park 
news 
 
Q.16 Would you like to sign-up to emails with updates about this consultation? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
 
Q.17 Would you like to sign-up to emails with news and events in the New 
Forest National Park?  

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, please give your contact details:  
First name:  ______________________ 
Last name: ______________________ 
 
Your email address: _________________________________________________ 
    
 
Q.18 Where did you hear about this consultation? 

 Newspaper 
 Social media, e.g. Facebook or Twitter 
 Radio 
 New Forest Show 
 Drop-in session or roadshow 
 Posters or site notices 
 Word of mouth 
 Email 
 Other, please specify: ______________________________________________ 

  



 

 
Thank you for taking part in this call for views consultation. 
 
We won't be responding individually to everyone's suggestions, but findings from this 
initial stage will be published in autumn 2017. 
 
An update to the Recreation Management Strategy, with a refreshed list of priority 
actions and the organisations that will lead them, will then be published for 
consultation in the spring of 2018. 
 
Please return your response to: 
 
Future Forest 
c/o New Forest National Park Authority 
Avenue Road 
Lymington 
SO41 9ZG 
 
Or email: futureforest@newforestnpa.gov.uk. 
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